Minutes of the Captains’ meeting held in Prestwick,

September 5th. 2001.

Present:

EC:
A. Beattie (President), H. Dela Haye (Honorary Treasurer), T. Donaghue (Honorary Secretary), Jozsef Bakos, R. Sugland.

OC:
Jim Brunton, Colin Valentine, Gordon Mckenzie.
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The meeting started at 1720.

In his address to the meeting the President commented on the results of the team selection for Prestwick, which had been made in January. The EC understood the disappointment teams that had not been selected felt. He said that the draw had been made in a totally fair and unbiased manner, making sure that the rights of all the teams had been observed. He said that the comments from certain teams had been completely out of order, and had insulted the EC. 

He said that the rules were those agreed by the captains when they accepted the Manual. With regard to being selected Allan noted that the date of receipt of the monies was most important. As all teams know the dates for payment up to a year in advance there was no excuse for teams transferring the monies a few days ahead of the final date for payment. Transactions can take up to three weeks to be completed, and any team that didn’t take account of this had only themselves to blame if they did not satisfy the criteria.

Allan stated that the method used to make the selection had been posted on the website for all to see. The President said that they had been very aware, and disappointed that the champions of last year had not been selected, and the EC would be putting forward a motion that in future the champions of the previous year would always be considered for participation.

The participation points were only used when all others conditions of selection had been met. Allan said that participation points were only used when a choice had to be made between teams that had met the criteria, and there were more teams than places.

2. Teams to be deleted from the Manual.

The team of Fiumicino, having missed two consecutive tournaments, was deleted from the Manual.

3. Team withdrawing.

The meeting was informed that Stuttgart was withdrawing from the Organisation.

4. Applications from new teams.

Belgrade applied to rejoin and was accepted.

Presentation.

In recognition of their services to the ECC framed certificates were presented to Theo Nawrot, and Pavel Kuklik. 

5. Minutes of AEC 2000 - Moscow.

There was one correction to the minutes. The auditors were from CFMU and Madrid, and not CFMU and Faro/Santa Maria as indicated in the minutes. 

The amended minutes were adopted.

6. Mail.

Apart from the usual mail from teams requesting information and advice, and mail advising teams of necessary information, there had been some mail from persons complaining about the absence of their team from the tournament this year. Some of the mail had been insulting, and racist, in content, and the team captains had been written to requesting an explanation. So far no such explanation had been received. The Honorary General Secretary iterated the President’s comments that such conduct in future would be subject to disciplinary action.

7. Finance.

The Report of the Honorary Treasurer was presented.

The Audit committee reported that the accounts were in order, and complemented the Honorary Treasurer on the Statements of Account.

The Accounts were adopted.

Before selecting the auditors, the Hon. Gen. Sec. informed the meeting that the selection of auditors was based on the team, and not on the person offering to accept the task; in other works, if the team representation was not able to carry out the examination of the accounts then a substitute from the same team should make the inspection. 

London and Dublin were elected as auditors for the year 2002.

Presentation.

In recognition of their services to the ECC framed certificates were presented to Jan van Eck, and Harry DelaHaye.

8. Amendments to the Manual.

The draft of the new manual had been sent to all the teams earlier in the year, and the following amendments to it were accepted by the meeting:

Contents page:

a) Rename the AEC as the Captains’ Meeting (CM)

b) Correct EDB to ECC Disciplinary Board
Chapter 2 - voting:

a) Each team whose address is in the Manual is entitled to a single vote ….

b) The quorum must be from the team representatives indicated in the address list.

Chapter 3 - requirements:

a) The OC must have a sufficient of grass pitches in close proximity to each other. (The EC would decide on the matter of close proximity when they were carrying out their inspection of the venue). 

b) The winners of the tournament (main competition) would be automatically selected for the following tournament, as long as they had satisfied the payment criteria.

Chapter 4 – Air Traffic Controller:

The new definition will read: For the purposes of this manual, an Air Traffic Controller is considered to be a person who holds a recognised license to carry out the duties of an Air Traffic Controller.

Chapter 5 – Substitutes:

a) The rule to read: The substitution of players, including goalkeepers, shall be in accordance with FIFA rules, except that  those teams not involved in the semi-finals and finals of the  Main and Plate competitions may use up to 5 substitutes in their remaining games. Players having been substituted may re-enter the game at a later stage. A substitution may only take place when play had stopped.

Chapter 6 – The Final:

a) The playing time for the final was corrected to 2 x 30 minutes duration, and not 30 x 2 minutes as had been written. 

b) There would be no extra time in the final of the Plate competition. Instead, if the score was equal at the end of normal time then the result would be decided on penalties. (This was to allow the schedule of the finals to be adhered to).  

Chapter 6 - The Fair Play trophy:

It was proposed by EDDL that teams that made use of reduced playing time, 5 substitutes, or penalties only on the last day be excluded from the Fair Play qualification. It was an opinion that the trophy was an underrated award, and that only teams that played full games, and did not take advantage of exceptions from FIFA, be allowed to qualify for the award. After some discussion, which included a suggestion that extra points be awarded for teams playing full games it was agreed that the EC would examine the matter and report to the Captains’ meeting with a proposal next year.

The motion to accept the new manual, including the amendments from the meeting, was placed before the representatives, and the motion was passed 48-0.

The meeting then took a 20 minutes break.

9. The election of the new committee.

As there were only five nominations for five positions the following were declared elected:

Allan Beattie (Prestwick), Jozsef Bakos (Budapest), Charles Carpenter (New York), Cornelia Klee (Maastricht), Rolf Sugland (Dusseldorf).

Review

Moscow. 

Moscow thanked all those who had attended the tournament in Moscow for their support. There had been some problems in the hotel with damage to furniture and spraying of champagne on walls and carpet. 

While the original price had been announced in DMs, the rate of exchange had changed dramatically during the year, and as a result the cost had been greater than anticipated. While the OC regretted that, they had no control over currency fluctuations. 971 persons had attended. The OC presented their financial account. The President thanked Moscow for having provided an excellent tournament.

Prestwick.

The OC welcomed the teams and thanked them for their support. 

They informed the meeting that because the hotels were mainly family run that there was a certain variation in standard. The criterion for being in a particular hotel was the number of persons on each team. Rooms had been booked, and paid for, on the information supplied, and late cancellations had caused the OC problems with some of the hotels. It was the intention that refunds would be given to those teams that had arrived with fewer than indicated, but this would depend on successful negotiations with the hotels.

Despite their best efforts little sponsorship had been received. While Ryanair had given a positive response to the OC with regard to discount tickets there had been difficulties for teams applying for the flights.

The OC reminded the teams to advise their requests for transport to the airports. 

The OC said that the tickets for the final party would be distributed before the end of the meeting, and told the captains that the security at the venue was being provided by the venue, and it was therefore important that all those attending had their entry ticket with them.

The EC thanked Prestwick for having hosted a most impressive and enjoyable tournament. 

Manchester joined the EC in their congratulations, and the meeting echoed this sentiment.

Presentation.

A certificate commemorating the hosting of the tournament by Prestwick was presented to the OC.

Report from Dusseldorf.

The Dusseldorf OC confirmed that the tournament would be held June 24th. –29th. 2002. 

So far there had been no response to requests for sponsorship, but the OC was continuing to search for it. The cost for the tournament would be 400 euros, and each team would be given 6-day public transport passes for all city routes. The journey time to the pitches should not exceed 20 minutes.

Information would be sent to all teams either by e-mail or fax, so it was important that all teams provided up to date information to the OC. The OC reminded the representatives that the Euro would be the currency of the EU from the beginning of 2002.

Applications for 2003.

The OC informed the meeting that they had examined the facilities in Reims, and they were satisfied with them. The Dublin facilities were the same as those found satisfactory in 1992. Due to short notice, they had not been in a position to visit Madrid.

Dublin informed the meeting that they were withdrawing their application to host the tournament in 2003. This was because they had already hosted it twice, and they felt that it would be better for the tournament if the other applicants (who had not previously hosted a tournament) were given an opportunity to host one. They affirmed that their application was deferred, not cancelled.

Reims informed the meeting that they had already provided each team with an information folder, and discussed their application with them. (The EC informed the meeting that the playing facilities could easily accommodate 48 teams, and had suggested that the team numbers be reduced to 20 per team, which would still allow 1000 persons to attend).

Madrid proposed that they host the tournament in 2003. The venue would be on the southeast coast at La Manga del Mar Menor.  The tournament would be held during the second half of May, and those attending could look forward to enjoying mean temperatures of 240 C 

The hotel was a 5 star hotel that was used by many European teams on mid-season breaks. The hotel could accept 1000 persons. If more than 1000 wished to attend there were other hotels that could be used. The cost would be about 420 euros. If teams wanted to use the higher standard Hyatt hotel then the cost would be 600 euros. A cheaper hotel was available some 15 Km from the pitches. 

The 8 pitches available were of an international standard, and were beside the hotel. 

If their offer was accepted it would be the first time for the tournament to be held in Spain. They considered that they could accept 48 teams. (The EC suggested that this might be to many teams for 8 pitches).

It was agreed that the vote between the two venues would be by ballot, and voting would end at 1200 on Thursday. Votes could be handed to the EC or the OC. The result would be announced at the pitches, immediately after the closing time.

Applications for 2004.

Brussels:

The OC said that it had been 20 years since Brussels had hosted a tournament. AS previously, the venue would be Louvain, and the same facilities would be used. They said that the tournament could be held in May but that a better selection of hotels would be available in September. It was expected that the cost would be very reasonable, as they had been promised sponsorship from their own company, from the city, and from a beer company. Confirmation of the dates would be provided later in the year.

Shannon.

Shannon said that they were applying for the tournament in 2004, and that the venue would be the University of Limerick and its facilities. There were 10 pitches available. Accommodation would be in the university complex, and the pitches would be about 10 minutes walk from the rooms. The university had 3 restaurants and 3 bars in the grounds.

The university was about 5 minutes by taxi from the city centre. Transport would be provided by the OC. At today’s prices the cost would be 350 euros. Sponsorship had already been agreed with one company, and other sponsorship would be sought.

Both applicants would provide additional information for the meeting next year.   

AOB.

Belgrade said that they were also applying to host the tournament in 2004, and they would have details for the teams next year.

The meeting closed at 2025.

_________________

Terence Donaghue.

On behalf of the ECC.

Addenda.   
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